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"Iear belongs in a place like
this or in the movies, not in the

real world, say organizers of
this macabre exhibit
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Diay of the Dead and Hallos:
cen have come and gone, but
fascination with the macabre,
wiodene, and gory aspects of
life cam b found all over hex-
foo year-round. The Mummy
Museum in Guanajuato, The
Matiomal Museurn of Death in
.'ﬁ.z.:um]iun!ni, aiuf the Miaes-
urn of Insruments of Tormare
and Capiral Punishment here
in the ELE are afl popuelar destl-
nuatkons [or family outdngs, Even
in church you'll find paintings
and statues whiose praphic de-
pictiom of the pession of Chris
or the saints can make many
fonspmens shiver,

S0 when 1 saw the an-
nounRdEment i a pew show
at the Police Museum here in
Moo CITY, miy CURIOSiry was
aroused. “Vampliros y Hom-
s Lobos: Mies v Realidades®

We're known
as ‘the horror
family’ We eat,

breathe and
sleep horror.**
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{“Vampires and Werswolves
Myths and Realicies™) is the fol-
lorwr-uge 1o lasx year's blockbust-
er show “Serial Killers” which
was seen by mone than a quar-
ter of & million people 1f first
week attendance is any indica

tion, the current show will be
amather mega-hit,

The exhibition consists of a
dozen small roome flled with
stage-like diormas, videos,
maps and explanatory pexts,
Mixing legend and fact, the
show seeks w edscare as well

as 1o thrill. Much of (v would
have LS. parenis up inanms as
overly viokent and gory (there
is no parental advisory herel,
bt pu:lpk' 1 5-'|1-cn1:|.=1l:h seemed
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Yadira and Eunlee, bath 17,
partheudarty Nked the oo fill
of caskers. Manuel and Danle-
la, & youmg couphe owr on a date,
preferned the vampine babies.
Six-vear old Maria Carmen hid
behind her mother and shyly
hihed 51" when | askexd her if
shie liked the show, lemving me
with the feeling that a big old
grimgowas far more frightening
ter hier tham the vampdnes,

Special attention i gven o
Mexican vampires, including
aeveral From Axtec and Maya
misths, and the fAmed “chupa-
cabeas” thae hall-rman, half-an-
inall bleodsuscker that often ap-
pears in Mexican newspapers.
Perhapes the most shocking dis-
pha however, s o full-seale rec-
restion of the kitchen of Richard
Trerton Chase, “The Vamipine of
Sacramento” who was convict-
el of sx murders in 1979 He's
ahersm SERiemling a ferrcile vic
eirre, while beldisd him, the open
refrigerator shows gricely evi-
detoe that bee didn’ shop at his
local supermarket,

The show fs largely the
wark of the family-run Mor-
phix Group, o Mexico City-
based special effects compa-
ny that has worked on many
films (among them Mel Gib-
sois Apocalypse” and Guiller-
i el ‘Toro's “The Labyrinth
of the Faun™). I spoke with
Abraham and David Gomex,
and their uncle José. “We're
ke s “the hormor fumily) =
David Gomez, one of the fam-
ily members, told me glocful-
I, “Wie eat, breathe and sleep
harros”

Aslde from thelr special ef-
fects work, the company al-
a0 prosdueces masks and nov-
el iterns for Halloween Two
VEArs aof research and fbocn-
tinn went i the current ex-
hibig, and the Gémesr family is
clearly prowd of the resulis

A few preophe have fadned

matly sdulis - and a couple
of people came out after see-
ing half the show, bat In gen-
eral people realky like i José
Gz, explained,

“The real monsters are
ot thers” said Abeaham Go
ez, pointing to the street. "4
bt aof paliticians ane wing fear
these days to control people.
Wi think fear belomys In places

From left, David and Abraharm Gdmer and their uncle lced belong o the Bamily-nn Morphi Group, a Mesicn City special effects company.
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“Wampires y Hombres
Lebos: Mitos v Rasbdades”
and

Reabtios™

The Police Musewn &
Incated at Victors 83

(e Fnillagigeda Metro
Judrez)

Thiee sherr i opin 7 dint
 veeisk [rr 100 am, o
pueny, e i apaecied o run
‘o e monizhe

The St-peso admission (54
Tt EpeEERAR LT
shosy i o, bt i does
ot seern ta hueee affecied
intterhance
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likeer ehuis or in tee movies, oot
ot In che real world”

Luckily, the curators offer
several time-honored ways of
warding off vampires, bevond
the psual onez of |'|r.||:|.' Wa-
ter, silver bullets and a wood-
en stake thiough the heart,
Wearing red, sleeping in re-
verse (your head where your
feet would normally be), or
hiding near a flowing stream
will by, amd b sure o toan-
swer the door unless yvou hear
three knocks - vampires can't
coame beyond ban, Cnoe bitten,
a vampines victim can be pu
rified by drinking the ashes of
a dead vamplre mixed with a
lirhe wazer

And did you know thai Sar-
urdny is the best day o catch
avampire? Werswalves can be
warded ofT by salt or frogms, or
by hagings a colander on your
fromt door — they'ne forced
stog ad coune all the holes

Thereks a linde gift counter
out fromt where vou can buy a
catnboE, or A somnenin key chaln
sporting a bloody, severed fin-
gertip (“they'ne hand-made”
the salesgir] pssured me),
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